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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2959

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Carlson, Butler, Radcliff, O Brien, Dunn and Mason)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to higher education collaboration grants; and
addi ng new sections to chapter 28B.10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that it is in the
public interest to encourage and enhance cooperation anong i nstitutions
of hi gher education. It is the policy of the state to facilitate
interinstitutional coor di nati on, pl anni ng, and col | aborative
arrangenents to avoi d duplication and nake efficient use of educati onal
facilities, including independent institutions of higher education.

(2) In order to secure for the citizens of Wshington the
advant ages that would accrue through cooperative prograns that neet
specific educational, business, and societal needs, the board may
provi de coll aboration grants for the planning and design of prograns
offered by two or nore institutions of higher education using
appropriated funds. Coll aboration grants shall increase access to two-
year and four-year prograns, use available infrastructure, avoid
duplication, and encourage cooperation anong institutions of higher
educati on.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwi se the definitions in this section apply throughout sections 1
through 4 of this act.

(1) "Instructional progrant neans a course of study leading to
certification, licensure, or a degree at the associ ate, baccal aureate,
master’s or doctoral |evel

(2) "Independent institution of higher education" nmeans a private,
nonprofit educational institution, the main canpus of which is
permanently situated in the state, which is open to residents of the
state, which does not restrict entry on racial or religious grounds,
whi ch provides progranms of education beyond high school |eading at
| east to the baccal aureate degree, and which is accredited by the
Nort hwest associ ation of schools and col | eges.

(3) "Public institution of higher education" nmeans a college or
university as defined in RCW 28B. 10. 016.

(4) "Board" neans the higher education coordinating board.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The board, wusing funds appropriated
therefor, may award col | aboration grants for the planni ng and desi gn of
i nstructional prograns. Col | aborative grants may be used to fund
proposal s that include public and independent institutions of higher
education. The criteria for awarding the grants nust be uniform and
applicable to all eligible colleges and universities and the proposal s
shall neet the follow ng conditions:

(1) The program shall be offered by two or nore eligible
institutions of higher education;

(2) The col |l aboration anong institutions of higher education shal
be a cost-effective neans to provide the program

(3) The program shall expand student access; and

(4) The program shall nake use of existing classroom space and
faculty experti se.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The board shall assure continui ng eval uation
of the effectiveness of the collaboration grants authorized by section
3 of this act, and before Decenber of each even-nunbered year shal
submt a report to the governor and |l egislature. 1In admnistering the
grants, the board shall require the use of appropriate fiscal
procedures to ensure accountability of public funds.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each

added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance
remai nder of the act or the application of
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---

is held invalid, the
the provision to other
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